
  

 

    
           

     

      
 

 

    

       

     

    

      
  
  

    

 

          
           

        
            
          
            

     

 

         
          

           
            

             
          
 

           
          
           

             
            

          
            
            

 

  

  



Harcros Chemical, Inc., is a wholesale distributor of industrial. 
and pest-control chemicals and equipment. They also manufacture 
surface-active agents such as industrial emulsifiers, wetting agents, 
and anti-foam agents. From approximately 1963 to 1977, pesticides and 
herbicides including 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid, (2,4-D) 
2,4,5-trichlorophenoxyacetic acid, and 2-(2,4,5-trichlorQphenoxy) 
proprionic acid were also formulated at th�s facility. 

Because the manufacture of 2,4-D and similar pesticides has been 
linked to dioxin generation, THCC retained a private organization, Brehm 
Laboratory at Vright State University in Dayton, Ohio, to sample and 
test for dioxin in 1981. Results from Brehm Laboratory yielded TCDD 
concentrations ranging from 2.0 - 639 ppb. These samples were colle�ted 
from the tank car loading.site, treatment tank soil,- former location of 
a vent tank, process building, warehouse drain, settling pond bank, and 
the sump in the drain to the aeration pond. In July 1983, the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment  (KDHE) issued an administrative 
order mandating an investigative plan of action to address the dioxin 
contamination on THCC and THAN property. In response to this mandate, 
Voodward Clyde Consultants (VCC) was contracted to conduct field 
investigations at THCC on April 27 through June 24, 1983·, and November 
through December, 1983. 

According to a vcc· report dated .February 7, 1984, TCDD analytical 
results of all exterior soil, water, dust, and sediment· samples obtained 
during the KDHE/EPA and THCC/VCC field investigations indicated that 
detectable levels of TCDD greater than 1 ppb were not found outside of 
the fenced portions of the THCC site, and were only present within the 
fenced portion of the site near prior 2,4,5-T processing activities. 
TCDD was not detected in any of the ground or surface water samples 
analyzed. 

This sampling effort 
burial of 6,000 to 8,000 
1970s at the facility. 
former THCC employee. 

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 

was initiated in response to the alleged 
pounds of trichlorophenol (TCP) in the early 
This information was reported to EPA from a 

Following the submittal of a draft work plan to the EPA on March 
15, 1990, TATH Brooks arranged a meeting with the informant,  

 through Scott Ritchey, EPA Counsel. On March 30, 1990,  
 met with TATH Brooks at Harcros Chemical, Inc. to define the 

exact areas where the alleged burial had taken place. After ga1n1ng 
�ccess,  defined three areas where he believed contamination to be 
present. These areas are located immediately adjacent to tank dike i3 
(site map) and will be referred to hereafter as follows: (1) A 15-foot 
by 11-foot square area referred to as the "burial location", bounded by 
tank dike i3 on the west, and the overhead pipeline on the east. (2) An 
area approximately 15-foot by 60-foot, located between tank dikes i3 and· 
i4, which was reported as being th_e "transport area". The contamin_ation 
in this area was said to have resulted from the movement of the 
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